94                          LIFE OF JOHN LAMB.
At the meeting of the Committee, the popular party proposed to make a nomination of Delegates, and to refer it to the Committee of Mechanics for their approval. On the other hand, it was proposed to make the nomination* and submit it to the Freeholders and Freemen for concurrence. The last resolve prevailed; and Philip Livingston., John Alsop, Isaac Low, John Jay and James Duane, were nominated.
A Committee from the Mechanics, consisting of Abraham Brasher, Theophilus Anthony, Francis Van Dyck, Jeremiah Platt, and Christopher Duykink, addressed a card to the nominees, requesting to know whether they would support the Massachusetts resolves in the approaching Congress. To this requisition, they answered, that such a course would be in accordance with their individual opinions; but that the declaration was not made, with the view of securing the popular suffrage, but to express their sentiments upon a question of such importance.
The Committee reported the response to their constituents which was entirely satisfactory, and on the 27th July the Delegates were chosen by the unanimous voice of the city.
As the precursors of coming events, on the8th September, rumors had reached Connecticut of the bombardment of Boston, and the massacre of the inhabitants. The magistrates of New Haven, transmitted the intelligence to New York, and much ferment existed during the prevalence of the report. While this alarm was at the utmost, thousands from the vicinity of Boston, crowded into the town, resolved to avenge their countrymen. And they would not believe the report groundless, until they had actually visited the place,f and had the evidence of their own senses. This sudden rising of the people, and the resolution which they exhibited, might have admonished the government party, of their future determination.
* American Archives.   Papers of the day.           f Idem.